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of Ephrata. About the year 1746, Miller opened a printing
house, and he and his associates erected a paper mill.
Miller printed a number of books in the Grerman language,
and a few in English; all on religious subjects, and written
chiefly by himself.

In 1748 and 1749, he wrote and printed in Dutch, a work
entitled Blutigen Schau Platze8.! It made fourteen hun-
dred and twenty-eight pages, which he published in two
volumes, and then translated it into German. The paper
on which it was printed, was manufactured at Ephrata
village. This work gave employment to Miller for more
than two years. During that time his bed was a bench;
his pillow a wooden block of about four inches in thick-
ness and width, and ten inches in length ; and he slept but
four hours in twenty-four.?

“ Miller was born in Germany in 1709; had his educa-
tion in the university of Heidelberg; came to this country

11n the title page of each volume is an impression from acut. One cut
is enclosed with a circle, and engraved on wood; the other on type
metal.

2This information I received from Mr. Francis Bailey, of Lancaster,
Pa., an ingenious and very respectable printer, taught by Miller. M.
Bailey mentions that he has often witnessed Miller resting in the manner
I have represented, and that he has slept in the same room with Miller in
a similar way. He also informs me “ that during the time Blutigen Schau
Platyes was in the press, particular sorts of the fonts of types on which it
was printed ran short. To overcome this difficulty, one of the workmen
constructed a mold ‘that could be moved so as to suit the body of any
type not smaller than brevier, norlarger than double pica. The mold con-
sisted of four quadrangular pieces of brass; two of them with mortices to
shift to a suitable body, and secured by screws. The best type they could
select from the sort wanted, was then placed in the mold, and after a
slight corrosion of the surface of the letter with aquafortis to prevent sol-
dering, or adhesion, a leaden matrix was cast on the face of the type,
from which, after a slight stroke of a hammer on the type in the matrix,
we cast the letters which were wanted. Types thus cast answer tolerably
well. I have often adopted a method somewhat like this to obtain sorts
which were short; but instead of four pieces of brass, made use of an
even and accurate composing stick, and one piece of iron or copper
having an even surface on the sides ; and instead of aleaden matrix, have
substituted one of clay, especially for letters with a bold face.



