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Application filed May 11,1885,

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, OTTMAR MERGENTHA-
LER, of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland,
have invented certain Improvements in Ma-

5 chines for Producing Type-Bars for Printing

Purposes, of which the following is a specifi-

cation. :

This invention relates to a power-driven
machine controlled by finger-keys for produc-

10 ing cast-metal bars, each bearing on its edge
type representing a line of words, properly
justified, the bars being adapted to be assem-
bled side by side to produce a type-form for
printing purposes. .

The present machine may be regarded asan
improvement ou the one for which Letters
Patent were granted to me on or about the
12th day of May, 1885, and is constructed and
arranged to operate on thesame general plan.

15

20 A series of disconnected matrices,representing

individual characters, are placed in magazine-
tubes and discharged therefrom, one at a tinie,
by devices connected with finger-keys repre-
senting the different characters. -The matrices
- 25 are delivered between supporting-rails, over
which they are carried by rapidly-traveling
fingers on an endless chain, and thus assem-
bled in a group or line. Expansible spacing
devices are dropped between the matrices at
30 the proper points by the action of a special
finger-key. Theassembled line is moved along

the rails toa point opposite the face of a mold.

corresponding in form and size with the de-
sired bar. Clamps advance opposite the two
35 ends of the assembled line of matrices. The

series of space-bars are acted upon simulta-:

neously, so as to expand the line of matrices
tightly between the clamps, giving the re-
quired justification. The matrices are forced

40 against the face of the mold, and the latter,

supplied by a pump with molten metal, which
assumes the form of a bar bearing on its face
relief-impressions of the characters in the ma-
trices. The parts are next released, the bar

45 automatically discharged from the mold, and .

the line of matrices transferred to a distribut-
ing mechanism, by which the matrices are re-
turned to their réspective tubes and the spac-
ing devices returned to their original place of

50 -assemblage.
The invention relates to various details of

Serial No. 165,133.

(No model,)

construction, which will be hereinafter de-
seribed, but more particularly to the manner

of constructing the magazine; to the escape-
ment mechanism for discharging the matrices 55
and transferring them to the guide-rails; to
the manner of introducing the spacing devices;
to the construction of the casting and clamp-
ing mechanism, and to the construction of the
distributing mechanism.

In the accompaunying drawings, Figure 1
represents an outline elevation of my machine,
in the nature of a diagram, designed to illus-
trate the general arrangement and operation
of the principal devices. Fig. 2 is a front 65
elevation of the complete machine. Fig. 318
a top plan view of the same, the distributing
mechanism and top of the main frame being
removed to expose the parts thereunder. Fig.

4 is an end elevation of the same. Tig. 5isa 7o
transverse vertical section through the maga-
zine, the discharging devices, and the assem-
bling or composing mechanism, on theline 3 3

of Fig. 3. Tig. 6 is a vertical seetion from
front to rear on the line 2 2 of Figs. 2'and 3, 75
showing particularly the mechanism for trans-
ferring the matrices from the magazines to the
supporting-rails and assembling mechanism.
Fig. 7 is a vertical section from front to rear,

on the line 4 4 of Figs. 2 and 3, showing par- 8c
ticularly the construction of the casting and
clamping mechanisms, the parts being in the
positions in which they stand during the as-
semblage of the matrices. Fig. 8 is a similar
view through the front portion only, showing 85
the position of the parts during the easting
operation. Tig. 9 isa top plan view showing
the rails upon which the matrices are deliv-
ered from the magazines, the mechanism for -
advanecing the matrices therefrom, and the go
transferring-rails by which they are sustained
during the casting operation and subsequently
transferred to the distributing mechanism.
Fig. 10 is a horizontal section on the line 10 10

of Figs. 7and 8, showing particularly the mold g5
and the clamps for confining the matrices.
Fig. 11 is a vertical section on the line 5 5 of
Fig. 3, showing the mechanism by which the
keys are locked in position and prevented
from operating,éxcept in the proper way and 1oo
at the proper time. Fig. 12 isa vertical cross-
section of the distributing mechanism on the

6o
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line 6 6 of Fig. 2. Tig. 13 is a longitudinal
vertical seetion of the same on the line 7 7 of
Figs. 4 and 12. Tig. 14 is a top plan view of
a portion of the distributing mechanism and
the attendant parts. ¥ig. 15 isalongitudinal
vertical section through the center of thesame
on the line 7 7 of Figs. 4,12, and 14. Fig. 16
is a plan view of the camns of the distributing
mechanism. Iig. 17 is a horizontal section
through the distributing mechanism,ontheline
8 8 of Iigs. 12 and 13, looking in a downward
direetion. Tig. 18 is a vertical section on the
line 9 9 of the preceding figure. Tig. 19 is a
perspeetive view showing a number of ma-
trices. Fig. 20is a perspective view of one
of the space-bars. TFig. 21 is a face view of
the rotary disk having the mold formed there-
in. Tig. 22 isan edge view of the same. TFig.
23 is a perspective view showing,in cross-sec-
tion, the prineipal parts of the distributing
mechanism and illustrating the manner in
which thie dogs mounted in the movable car-
rier-plates suspend the matrices by their up-
per end, and the stationary camsby which the
dogs are opened to release the matrix.  Fig.
21 is a horizontal section through the maga-
zine, showing the details of its construction.
Fig. 25 is a vertical longitudinal section
through one of the yielding fingers for assem-
bling or composing the matrices, Showing the
plate and spring by which it is supported.
Fig. 26 is a face view of the slide by which the
space-bars are placed in position for use. Tig.
27 is a detailed view of the adjustable de-
vices for controlling the approximation of the
clamps which confine the matrices laterally.
Fig. 28 is a perspective view of the de-
vices by which the matrices are transferred,
one at a time, to the sustaining-dogs of the
distributing mechanism. Tig. 29 is a cross-
section of the distributer driving-cluteh on
the line 1313 of Figs. 4, 12, and 14. Tig. 30 is
a cross-section of the sustaining-rails, showing
the manner of discharging the matrix- bars
from the line of matrices. TFigs. 31 and 82
are respectively a cross-section and a bottom
face view of the distributer-plates in a modi-
fied form, with movable dogs to act on one
cdge, instead of onboth edges of the matrices.
Tig. 33 is a plan view, partly in section, of
the driving-cluteh connections for transmit-
ting motion to the casting and clamping de-
vices. Fig. 34 isatop plan view of the indieat-
ing and alarm mechanism. Fig. 35 is a verti-
cal cross-section illustrating the parts shown
in the preceding figure.

Referring to IMig. 1, which represents in
outline only the leading features of my ma-
chine, A A are the matrices, placed one upon
another, in the upright magazine-tubes B B,
which converge from their upperto their low-
er ends, where they are assembled in close
proximity and in a straight line; C, the mov-
able escapement-keys by which the matrices
are transferred,oneat a time, from the respect-
ive tubes to stationary supporting-rails D, be-
tween which they hang suspended.

E E are yielding-arms attached to an end-
less belt, I, and carried thereby longitudinal-
ly between the rails D, for the purpose of car-
rying the matrices over the rails and assem-
bling them in a compact form or line at one
side.

H H are pawls or dogs between which the
matrices are carried by revolving arms I, and
by which their retrograde motion is pre-
vented.

K is a horizontally - sliding rod to which
the pawls H are attached, so that when the

line of matrices is complete the movement of g

the rod to the left will cause the pawls to ad-
vance the entire series of matrices over the sta-
tionary rails into the vertically-movable rails
J, by which they are supported in front of the
mold L.

M M area series of expansible space-bars,
which hang suspended between stationary
rails N, immediately over the point at which
the matrices are assembled, so that by means
of devices connected with the space-key they
may be dropped, one at a time, into the line
of matricesduring the course of its assemblage
or composition.

O O are mechanically - operating clamps,
which are advanced automatically on opposite
sides of the line of matrices after they are in
position in front of the mold.

P is a vertically-acting pressure device, by
which thespace-bars are lifted simultancously
and caused to expand the line of matrices be-
tweenthe clamps immediately previous to the
casting operation.

Q is a melting pot provided with an auto-
matic pump, R, by which molten metal is de-
livered into the mold to reecive the impres-
sion of the matrices, which, for the time be-
ing, close the side of the mold.

After the casting operation the clamps are
retracted and the matrices released, after which
the lifting or transferring rails J rise to the
position indicated by dotted lines, carrying
with them the entireline of matricesand space-
bars, A slide, S, moves the matrices horizon-
tally out of the lifting-rails to stationary rails
T, from which they are lifted, one at a time,
to clamping jaws or dogs in plates U, attached
to a horizontal traveling chain, V. The dogs
are controlled in their action by cams or in-
clines on stationary rails W in such manner
that the dogs carrying each matrix are sepa-
ated at the proper time {o drop the matrix
into the appropriate magazine. The space-
bars escape through suitable openings in the
rails and fall into a vertically-moving receiv-
er, X, from which they are transferred at the
proper time to the rails N, preparatory to fur-
ther use.

It will be perceived that the plan of oper-
ation embraces, as a leading feature, a cireu-
latory movement of the matrices—that is to
say, their delivery from the magazine, their
assemblage and presentation to the casting
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Having thus outlined the construction and | the head the device is caused to present an in-

mode of operation, I will' now proceed to de-
seribe the details. o

Muatrices.—I provide for use in the machine
a suitable number of separate or independent
matrices, A, each consisting, as shown inFig.
19, of a small plate of metal or other suitable
material, bearing in one of its vertical edgesa
single letter or character, as seen at a, or two
or more characters, which are always to ap-
pear together—such, for example, as the ordi-
nary prefixes and affixes, and words of very
frequent use containing buta small number of
letters:. The matrices may be made of any ap-
propriate size; but I recommend a width of
three-fourths of an inch and a length of one
and one-fourth inch, or thereabouts, practical
experience having shown this size to be the
mostconvenient., Each matrixis formed with
supporting-shoulders b, projecting from oppo-
site edges near the top. . Abovetheshoulders
b the matrix is reduced in width, and presents
on each edge two shoulders, cand d, the width
of the neck between the lower shoulders, ¢,

"being greater than that between the upper

shoulders, d, as plainly represented. These
shoulders are designed to co-operate with the
distributing devices, and are the means by
which said devices are enabled to distinguish
between the matrices carrying the different
characters. All matrices bearing the same
letter are exact duplicates; but matrices bear-
ing different letters differ in the width between
their shoulders. In its upperendeach matrix
is provided with a dovetailed or shouldered
noteh, ¢, to co-operate with a tapered or shoul-
dered rail forming part of the distributing
mechanism, these notches differing in gize in
the matrices of different characters. In the
lower end each matrix is provided with akey-
hole slot or opening, f, to co - operate with
the device, by which the matrices are pre-
vented from lifting accidentally during the
course of distribution. The respective ma-
trices differin thickness according to the width
of the characters therein, each having a width
but slightly in excess of its character, so that
the characters may be brought closely together

- when the matrices are assembled in line side

by side. _
Spacing-bars.—In order to provide for spaces
between the terminal characters of words, and
to permit of the spacesin a line being simul-
taneously increased to effect the justification of
the line, or,in other words, to-expand theline

- to the predetermined length, I provide space-
- bars M, suchas represented in Fig. 20, consist-

6o

ing of a longitudinally-tapered or wedge-like
bar, k', united by a dovetailsliding econnection
toa head or plate,7,provided with suspending-

-shoulders identical or substantially identi-

- eal with those on the matrices, so that the

65

- space-bars may be introduced in the line be-

tween the matrices and suspended and dis-
tributed in like manner.  The outer faces of

. the parts &’ and ¥ are parallel with each other.

By moving the part ¥’ upward with respect to

creased thickness at its operative point, thus
forming an expansible spacing device. This
device, separately considered, constitutes no

70

part of the present invention, being substan- -

tially idenfical with that described and

claimed in my application for Letters Patent

filed on the 18th day of April, 1885, No.
162,714,

Muain frame.—The main frame Y may be of
the form and construction represented in the
drawings, or of any other appropriate con-
struction adapted to receive and support the
various operative parts hereinafter described.
Tt is to be borne in mind that all parts of the
frame Y are stationary. -

Magazine.—The magazine B consists, as

‘shown in Figs. 2, 3, 5, 15, and 24, of two par-

allel vertical plates, g, and intermediate sheet-

75

85

metal partitions, %, the edges of which are .

seated in grooves formed in the plates, thus
dividing the space between the plates into a
series of matrix tubesor channels correspond-
ing in width to the thickness of the matrices
which they are to receive.
to be made of exceedingly thin metal,in order
that the tubes may be brought together at the
base in the smallest space possible. Toward
their upper ends the channels diverge in or-
der to produce mouths of increased width, so
as to admit of the matrices dropping therein

with certainty, and prevent a matrix designed

for one tube from being carried accidentally
into the mouth of the next. Iach tubeissepa-
rated from the next by two partition-plates
joined at the top and bottom, but separated
between said points, as shown,
Sustaining-dogs.—For the purpose of "sus-
taining the columns of matrices inr the maga-

90

The partitions are: -

95

ICO

ics

zine I provide two dogs, ¢ and ¢, extending .

lengthwise beneath the edges of the entire se-
ries of magazines, as represented in TFigs. 5
and 6, so as to engage beneath the shoulders
of the lowermost matriees in all the maga-
zines and prevent them f{rom descending.
The dogs are attached to pivoted arms joint-
ed together, as seen at j, Fig. 6, whereby
they are caused to open and close in-unison,
and thus engage and release the matrices si-
multaneously at thetwoedges. Oneof the dogs
is provided with depending arms %, the lower
ends of which are acted upon by cam-wheels {,
so that the dogs are engaged and disengaged
automatically at regular and frequent inter-
vals. Under the mouth of each magazine-
tube there is a vertically-movable escapement-
key, O, having in its end a vertical opening,
through which the matrices may pass from
the magazine above to the supporting-rails
beneath. 'The series of escapement-keys lie
parallel with each other, and are mounted at
their rear ends on a common pivot, m, so that
their forward ends may rise and fall. Attached
to each key there is a spring, #, by which. the

110

115

125

forward ¢énd of the key is held normally inan .

elevated position close to the mouth of the
magazine. 1In each key, on opposite sides of
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the opening for the matrix, there are two an- | key downward; but the bar « prevents the key

gular: dogs or ‘detents, o/, notched at their
lower ends, to engage the shoulders of the
matrices as:the latter are dropped into the
key from the magazine. . The upper.ends of
the dogs o’ are extended outward in position
to engage shoulders. p and.q, formed on:the
main frame. When the key rises, the shoul-
ders p engage the dogs and cause their inner
ends to close' together, so as:to confine the
matrix firmly between them; but as the key
descends the dogs, carrying the matrix posi-
tively downward, finally encounter the shoul-
ders ¢, which have the effect of separating
the dogs and disengaging them from the ma-
trix, allowing it to fall between and upon the
supporting-rails D.. The escapement-key and
its dogs are necessary, in order to insure the
downward movement of the matrix when the
keys are rapidly operated, it being: found in
practice that an operator will: manipulate the
inger:keys so: rapidly that the matrices will
not descend by gravity alone, the interval be-
tween the operation of one key-and another
being so brief that the detent mechanism will
relock the matrices before gravity has time to
start them. : After the escapement- key has
discharged one matrix and risen to its normal
position it. will reccive another matrix as soon
as the antomatic dogs ¢ ¢’ are disengaged, so
as to permit:the column of matrices to de-
secend. If; however, .an escapement-key con-
tains a matrix at the: time that the automatic
dogs are opened, it:follows that the matrix in
the key will prevent the column above from
descending, and: consequently the action of
the automatic dogs is without result. Tt is
this fact which permits the two automatic
dogs to be used for the entire series of maga-
zines. The escapement-keys are each con-
nected by a rod, r, to a finger-key, s, each
character and magazine being represented by
its own fluger-key, the depression of which
has the effect of discharging. the correspond-
ing matrix instantly upon the rails.

Locking mechanism.—In order to insure the
rising action of the escapement-keys after the
discharge of the matrices, I extend lengthwise
beneath them a blade, 7, working at its ends
in vertical slides and actuated, as shown in
Figs. 6 and 11, by grooved cam-wheels #, ap-
plied to the main horizontal shaft Z, so that
at cach revolution of the shaft the blade and
escapement-keys are forcibly lifted. In order
to enable the operator to control the keys
with increased facility, and to determine the
order in which the characters shall be deliv-
ered, as hereinafter more fully explained, I
provide the entire series of escapement-keys
with shouldered or undercut notehes, w0, as
shown in Fig. G, and extend beneath the keys
a horizontal bar, z, attached to pivoted arms
and provided with a stud or roller, y, engag-
ing grooved cam-wheels # on the main shaft,
whereby the bar is given a forward and back-
ward movement at each rotation. The press-
ure on the finger-key urges the escapement-

from descending,except during the rotation of
the'cam-wheel, at which time the bar: stands
beneath the open portion of the slotw. When-
ever:a key is.depressed, it is prevented from
rising again until the proper time: by the bar
z, engaging in the shoulder or offset ‘portion
of the noteh.  Thus it will ‘be seen the lock-
ing-bar @ serves to. control the time when a
key may be depressed, as well as the time
when it may be elevated.

Matyiz - assembling - and composing mechan-
tsm.~—The statiopary rails D, on which the
matrices are delivered, are continued to the
left a considerable distance beyond the maga-
zines.  The endless chain F travels at its up-
per side between: or' immediately beneath
these rails, around ‘supporting-rolls ¢ at its
ends, ‘and ecarries on its outer edge a series of
plates, ¥/, to ‘the ends of which the matrix:
carrying fingers I are pivoted. - Springs ¢
seated: in the. blocks, as shown in’ Fig., 25,
tend to hold the fingers in a position perpen-
dicular to the plates, so that as the chain is
moved in the direction indicated by the ar-
row, the fingers will be carried in an upright
position between the rails D, soas toaet upon
the matrices as they are dropped, one after
another, between: ‘the rails, and carry them
successively toward the left.  The pivoting of
the fingers: is not'a necessary feature, baf is
adepted in order that they may yield and fold
downward in the event ofi an obstruction  be-
ing encountered. ' In order to insure a proper
guidance of the fingers during their actionon
the matrices, I provide the lower edgesof the
rails D with grooves &, to receive and guide
the edges of the plates V', as plainly shown in
Figs. 5 and 6. - For the purpose of advanc-
ing the matrices still further along the rails
after the -earrying-fingers Ii cease their ac-
tion thereon, I employ two revolving arms,
I, attached to vertical shafts £, located on op-
posite sides of the rails, as seen in Figs. 1, 2,
and 5, and connected at their lower ends by
gears ¢, which cause them to revolve in uni-
son, so that their ends act at the same instant
against the side of the matrix to sweep the
same forward along the rails. Inorderto pre-
vent retrograde motion of the matrices, I pro-
vide two horizontally-swinging pawls or dogs,
H, pivoted at opposite sides of the rails, and
acted upon by closing springs, so that while
they yield and permit the matrix to be ad-
vanced between and beyond them by the arms
I, they will immediately close behind the ma-
trix, as shownin Fig. 9. These pawls arc piv-
oted, as shown in Jigs. 2 and 9, to an arm on
the horizontal sliding rod K, which is mounted
in guides on the main frame and provided
with a knob or hand-picce, by which the op-
erator may move it at will toward the left,
thereby moving the pawls and causing them
to advance the assembled matrices over the
ends of the stationary rails to the vertically-
movable rails J, which are, for the tjme being,
in line with the stationary rails,
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- Insertion of space-bars.—In order that the| be lowered during the time that the projected

space-bars M may be introduced at the proper
points in a line of matrices during the course
of their assemblage, they are suspended in se-
ries side by side above the rails D, on station-
ary rails N, just forward of the rotary arms I,
as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 5, so that whenever
a space-bar is released it may descend into po-
sition between the matrix last added to the
line and the one next succeeding. The rails
N incline forward toward their delivery end, so

- that the bars M descend by gravity against the

20
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face of a vertical slide, m’, the lower end of
which is'notehed, as shown in Fig. 26, to cor-
respond in shape with the upper end of the
space-bar, so that when the slide is lifted the
head of the foremost bar will pass therein and
be carried positively downward to its place by
the descent of the slide, which in the mean-
time closes the passage, so as to prevent the
next bar from escaping. Afier being carried
downward the space-bar is forced laterally out

of the slide against the matrices by the revolv-

arms I or the matrix followingnext behind it.
The slide m’ may be actuated in any suitable

manner; but I commonly conneet it by alink,

@/, to an arm, ', on-a horizontal rock-shaft,
¢, having a second arm connected, as in Fig.
B, to a lifting-cam, s, on the main shaft Z. A
spring, ¢, applied to act upon the arm of the
rock-shaft ¢, as in Figs. 6 and 11, or in any

. other suitable manner, serves to depress the

35

slide when it is relieved from the influence
of the lifting- cam. Owing to the fact that
certain of the matrices require to be carried

- a considerable distance to the. place of as-
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semblage, while the space-bars drop direct-

ly into position, it may sometimes chance
that the space- key will be operated before
a matrix previously designated has passed
the space - bar, To prevent the space
bar in such case from being dropped in front
of the matrix, I provide a safety mechanism,
such as shown in Figs. 5 and 6. A lever, ',
pivoted to the frame, acts at its upper end to
prevent the descent of the slidem’. Thelower

.end of this lever stands adjacent to the roll «,

which carries one end of the chain F. In the
circumference of this roll there are mounted
two slides, ¢!, moving in an axial direction,
and each having at the inner end a stud or
projection, as shown in Fig. 6. A finger-key
for spacing purposes, comnionly denominated
the ‘‘space-key,’’ is connected by a rod, », to
ap angular lever, ¢*, to which there is jointed
a hooked arm, d*, designed to engage with the

projection on the slides ¢, and move them

endwise, so as to bring their projections into
position to act on the leverd?, and thereby re-
lease the devices for discharging the space-bar.
The lever ¢* is controlled by the locking-bar
z, as shown in Fig. 6, in the same manner that
the escapement-keys. C are controlled, so thab
the space-releaging key can only be operated
at the instant when the slides ¢' are opposite
the hook d* so as to be moved thereby. It

will be understood that a space-bar can only

slide ¢*is acting on the lever *. Now, as the
roll earrying the slide must make nearly an
entire revolution after the depression of the
space-key before the slide can act on the re-
leasing-lever 0%, it follows that the carrying-
chain will ‘be allowed to move in the mean-
while a sufficient distance to carry the matrix
previously designated and delivered upon the
rails to its place before the space-bar can drop
into-position.

Casting and clamping mechanism.—The shift-
ing-rails J, to which the assembled matrices
are transferred from the stationary railg, as
before explained, and which are grooved to
engage the shoulders of the matriees to prevent
them from rising or tipping, stand in such po-
sition as to suspend the matrices directly in
front of the mold and between it and the
clamping mechanism O. The mold L con-
sists, as shown in Figs. 21 and 22, of a ver-
tical rotary disk or wheel containing a slof,
%, which extends therethrough from one face
to the other, and which is of the exact
dimensions of the required type-bar. The
opening is usually given a slight enlarge-
ment from the rear to the front, to facilitate
the delivery of the bar, the taper of which
will be corrected by subsequent treabtment.
The disk may be made in one piece with the
slot therein, or it may, for the sake of con-
venience, be built up of separate pieces, as
represented in the figures just referred to.
When built in sections, the part containing
the slot or mold proper may be dovetailed
or otherwise secured to the remaining por-
tion, so as to be readily removed to permit
the application of amold of different size,
as occasion may demand. The mold-wheel
is secured, as shown most plainly in Figs.
8, 7, and 8, on the end of a horizontal
shaft, «/, mounted in bearings on a plate, v/,
which is free to slide to and fro in guides on
the main frame, so that the mold-wheel may
be forced tightly against the matrices during
the casting operation, and subsequently re-
tracted in order to withdraw the type on the
bar from the cavities of the matrices, that the
latter may be removed without the mutilation
of thetype. Themold is arranged torevolve,
in order that it may carry the completed bar
to a position from which it may be discharged
without interference from the matrices or
clamping devices, as hereinafter explained.
It is necessary that the line of matrices shall
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be clamped tightly together laterally, in order

to prevent the mefal from flowing between
them, and also that they shall be forced edge-
wise tightly against the face of the mold which
coincides with their characters. For this
purpose I provide the clamping mechanism
O, which is movable bodily in a horizontal
direction in guides on the main frame, so that
it may act against the outer edges of the ma-
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trices and force them against the mold. This .

clamp is provided, as shown in Figs. 38, 7,
and 10, with jaws «*, which slide horizontally
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to and from each other in the direction of | pressed position during the proper intervals,

the length of the line of matrices. During
the time that the matrices are being moved
into position the clamp is moved backward
out of their path, as shown in Fig. 7, so that
the matrices may move past the jaw «* with-
out interruption. After the matrices are in
position in front of the mold the clamp moves

“forward toward their rear edges, carrying with

it the jaws, which are thus brought into po-
sitlon opposite the ends of the line, so that
upon being advanced toward each other they
will force the matrices tightly together. By
this joint action of the jaws against the sides
of the matrices and of the main clamp against
their rear edges they are held firmly against
cach other and against the face of the mold.
“T'he advance of the clamp is effected, as shown
in Fig. 7, by means of a grooved cam-wheel,
%, engaging a stud or roller on an arm, ¢,
which is adjustably attached to the guide-arm
of the clamp. In order that the rails J may
be brought with precision to the position re-
quired for the presentation of the matrices to
the mold, I provide the main clamp O with one
or movre studs or lips,«’, as shown in Figs. 7 and
8, to enter corresponding recesses in one of
the rails J when the clamp is moved forward.
The approximation andseparation of thejaws
@’ is seeured by means of a right and left hand
serew, @, mounted in the clamp and fixed
The screw is automatie-
ally turned, as shown in Figs, 2, 7, and 27, by
a vertically reciprocating bar, ¢, actuated as
hereinafter described,and arranged to engage
a crank rigidly but adjustably secured to a
wheel, f/*, secured to the end of the serew. - In
order that the parts may be adjusted to close
thejaws a greater or less distance, according to
the length of the type-bar to be produced and
the corresponding length of the line of mat-
rices, I provide the wheel /* with a series of
holes, and conneet the crank thereto by means
of apin, ¢*, which may be inserted in either
one of the holes, so as to hold the crank in
different positions. This construection per-

“mits the jaws to be automatically stopped at
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“any desired distance apart, so as to determine

positively the elongation of the line of ma-
trices by the spacing devices, and thus insure
the production of type-bars of uniform length,
ab the same time enabling the operator to ad-
just the machine for longer or shorter bars, as
may be desired. In ordertooperatethe space-
bars, and expand the line of matrices between
the jaws after the latter are in position, I pro-
vide a vertically-sliding plate, P, dovetailed
or otherwise attached to the front of the main
clamp O, so as to be carried bencath the
space-bars as the elamp is advanced. When
this plate rises, it drives upward all of the
space-bars simultaneously. The plate P is
connected by a link, 2% with a lever, ¢, pro-
vided at the rear end with a weight, which aets

5 to drive the plate foreibly upward when the

parts are released. The weight is lifted and

the plate depressed, and maintained in its de-

by a horizontal cam-wheel, 1%, acting, as shown
in Fig. 7 and elsewhere, against a roller on
the lever. The plate P is connected by an
arm with the bar ¢!, which adjusts the jaws «?,
and with the bar ¢’, which tilts the receiving-
fingers »2. The mold is moved to and from

the matrices at the proper times by means of 75

a horizontally-grooved cam-wheel, %%, engag-
ing a stud or roller on an arm projecting from
the plate which carries the shaft of the mold,
as in Fig.7. The cam-wheel is so timed with
reference to the cam 2% which advances the
clamp, that the matrices are held firmly be-
tween the clamp and the mold during the cast-
ing action.. Behind the mold-wheel islocated
a flat melting-pot, Q, mounted horizontally on
suitable guides, and moved to and fro by means
of a horizontally - grooved cam - wheel, %7
which engages a stud or roller on an arm, I,
adjustably secured to the pot. The cam-
grooveis of such form that the mouth of the
pot is advanced against and held in inti-
mate contact -with the rear face of the mold
during the casting of the bar. The pot is in
the form of a flat box covered at the top, and
has at its front a narrow delivery slit or
mouth, m? through which the molten metal
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is ejected into the back of the mold directly 4

toward the matrices on the opposite side.
The lower part of the pot, to which the heat
is applied, is insulated from the upper por-
tion by an intervening layer of asbestus or
equivalent non-conducting material, 2% which
serves to lessen the transmission of heat by
conduction to the parts above. Beneath the
melting-pot there is a box or chamber, o
which will contain a gas-burner or other ap-
propriate means for heating the pot and main-
taining the metal constantly in a molten con-
dition. The pot is provided on oue side with
an opening having a hinged lid, p° through
which to introduce the metal, and is provided
on the opposite side with a foree-pump, I, by
means of which the metal is foreibly driven
from the pot to the mold. This pump, which
in itself forms no part of the present inven-
tion, may be identical with that desecribed in
Letters Patent of the United States granted
to me on the 3d day of March, 1885, No.
313,244, or be otherwise constructed as may
be preferred. The pump-plunger,which is de-
pressed by aspring, islifted by alever, +*, piv-
oted at one end to a fixed bearing, connceted
by a link to the plunger, and connected at its
free end to a rod, &, which latter is attached
at the lower end to alever, %, carrying astud
or roller acted upon by a lifting-cam, u? as
plainly seen in Fig. 4. The rotation of the
mold is secured by means of a mutilated pin-
ion, @', on a horizontal cam-wheel, %, as plain-
ly shown in Fig. 7. Below the shaft of the
mold there is a horizontal ejector-slide, 4%, one
end of which bears a stud or roller seated in a
cam-groove on the under side of the wheel 2%
The parts are so timed that after the casting
operation is finished the mold-wheel is given a
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half-revolution,so as to bring the mold direetly

opposite the end of the slide 3%, which is then
driven forward, the mold being ab rest, so as

to drive the completed bar from the mold on

the forward side, and through an opening in
the clamp O to a finger, 2%, pivoted on the front
of the clamp, after which the ejector is re-
tracted and the mold rotated to its original po-
sition, preparatory to the next casting opera-
tion. The end of the ejector is united to the
remaining portion by & screw, as shown in
Fig. 7, so that it may be disconnected and re-
placed by another in the event of breakage or
other accident. The finger 2* is supported
by a horizontal pivot, and receives at suit-
able intervals a half-revolution through the
action of a vertically-reciprocating arm, o’
actuated as elsewhere described, whieh en-
gages.a stud or studs on-the front of the fin-
ger. By this rotary motion the finger is
caused to deliver the bars, one upon another,
to a galley or receiving-frame, V%, containing
a vertically-sliding follower; ¢!, maintained by
frietion, by a weighted cord or otherwise, so
that it will gradually sink as the bars are ac-

cumulated,that the bars may be assembled in’

the form of a column ready for immediate use.

By the rotation of the mold the bars which.

are cast right side up are reversed; bat this
reversal is corrected by the rotary motion of
the finger, so that the bars are assembled in
the proper position for use. The galley * is
attached to the main clamp O by a horizontal
pivot or journal, ¢!, which permits the galley
tobeturned up to a horizontal position at will,
in order that the operator may inspect the
bars therein. - The journal will be secured in
position by means of a removable pin, f?% or
other equivalent fastening deviece, which will
admit of the galley being quickly removed
when full. Practical operations have shown
that it is desirable to wipe the faces of the mold
and the melting-pot from time to time, in or-
der to.prevent the accumulation thereon of the
metallic oxide or other matters, which would
prevent them from fitting closely fogether.
To this end I mount in bearings on top of the
melting-pot a horizontal shaft, ¢°, provided at
one end with wiping-arms 7, and at the op-
posite end with a pinion, ¢; so that it receives
an intermitting motion from teeth formed on
a horizontal wheel, %, asshown in Figs. 2 and
3. Tt'is desirable that the bases of the bars
shall be rendered perfectly true, for which
purpose I secure to the main frame or other
suitable support, immediately in rear of the
mold, a stationary knife, I, as plainly shown
in Fig. 2, in such position that as the mold is
turned from the position it oceupies in cast-

ing to the position for delivering the bar it’

carries the base of the bar across the edge of
the knife. N
Distributing mechanism.—After the cas'ing is
completed and the matrices released it is nee-
essary that they shall be lifted to-the distrib-
uting mechanism above, for which purpose the
shifting-rails J are secured to a vertically-

sliding rod, m*, working in suitable gnides on
the main frame and connected by a link, #°, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 4, to a lever, o’, actuated
by a horizontal cam-wheel, p’. The shifting-

70

rails rise to the level of the elevated station-

ary rails T, and remain momentarily at rest,
during which time a horizontal slide, 8, acts
to push the matrices from the shifting to the
stationary rails. This slide is urged con-
stantly forward by a spring, ¢, and is con-
nected by ‘an operating-link, as in Fig. 2, to
a lever, &, on a horizontal rock-shaft, #,
mounted in fixed bearings, and provided ab
its rear end with an arm, «', actuated by a
horizontal cam-wheel, v°, which latter serves to
retract the slide at snitable intervals, so that
another group of matrices may be introduced
in front thereof. As the matrices are urged
along the stationary rails T by the slide,
they are arrested by the forward matrix com-
ing in contact with a forked arm or finger,?,
such as represented in Figs. 15 and 28. In
front of this arm there is a vertically-recipro-
cating finger, #°, which engages beneath the
matrices and lifts them, one at atime, as they
advance in succession until their supporting-
shoulders ride over and rest on top of the arm
", whereby the matrices are sustained, one at
a time, in such position as to be engaged by
the dogs or jaws of the distributing mechan-
ism,which I am about to explain. The hori-
zontal endless chain V, traveling around sup-
porting-wheels ¢, carries a series of plates, U,
arranged end to end, and guided during their
movement along the under side of the chain
by means of ways or tracks formed on a sta-
tionary plate, T, this plate being groovedlon-
gitudinally through the center, in order that
the matrices may be carried therethrough.
Tach of the plates carries a series of horizon-
tal sliding dogs or jaws, ¢' and ¢, designed to
engage the shoulders ¢ and d at the top of the
matrices, in order to suspend the matrices be-
tween them until they are carried forward over
the mouths of their proper magazine-tubes,
into which they are permitted to fall by the
opening of their jaws. Tach of the jaws a',
sliding inward from one side of the plate,isop-
posed by a corresponding jaw sliding inward
from the opposite side, and, in like manner,
each of the jaws o® is opposed by its counter-
part. It will be observed that the jaws a*are
arranged directly over the. jaws «’, so that
wheneveramatrix is introduced between them
its lower shoulders, ¢, will be grasped by the
jaws a%, and its upper shoulders,d,grasped by
thejawsa'. Thusitwillbeseenthateachmatrix
is suspended by two pairs of jaws acting at the
same time, and in order to release the ma-
trix, that it may descend into the magazine, it
is necessary that both pairs of jaws be disen-
gaged at the same time, the disengagement of
either pair alone leaving the matrixsuspended
by the others. If is this employment of two
or more pairs of jawsto act upon each matrix
that enables the machine to distinguish with
certainty between matrices representing differ-
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ent letters, and which have a comparatively | secured when the movable clamps at one side

slight difference in size. The jaws are urged
inward and held in contact with the matrices
by means of spiral springs °, applied as
shown in Tigs. 17 and 18, to act on pins pro-
jecting from the jaws. The opening of the
Jaws to cffect the release of the matricesat the
proper points is secured by means of station-
ary cam-plates ¢ and ¢, having upturned edges
which engagein notelies formed in the ends of
the respective dogs, as plainly represented in
Tigs. 12, 17, and 23. These flanged edges are
so shaped and stand at such distance apart
that the two clamps by which any matrix may
be sustained are disengaged simultaneously
when the matrix is over the particular maga-
zine-tube in which it belongs. Owing to the
great number and variety of matrices required
in the machine the cams are necessarily ar-
ranged in such manner that one pair of jaws
carrying a matrix may be repeatedly opened
before the matrix reaches the proper point for
its release; but, for reasons before explained,
this action does not interfere with the proper
distribution, the matrix being released only
when both jaws are opened simultancously.
The cam-plates may be shaped and arranged
as represented in the drawings, or in any other
manner which will permit the dogs to traverse
them, provided only they areso arranged with
reference to each other and to the respeetive,
tubes of the magazine that the dogs for a ma-
trix of any given width shall be separated si-
multaneously at the mouth of the proper tube,
and at no other place. As an additional
means of securing the proper distribution of
the matrices, I propose to suspend centrally
over the path of the matrices a bar or rail, ¢,
of a dovetailed or flanged form, to cnter the
notches ¢ in the upper ends of the matrices.
This rail is made of diminishing width from
the forward toward the rear end, and the ma-
trices representing the various characters have
notches correspondingly graduated in size, so
that the matrices which are to be deposited in
tubes near the rear end of the rail will, by
reason of theirsmall openings, hang suspended
thereon until they have reached the proper
point. The rail may be divided, as shown,
into three or more sections of different widths;
or it may be gradually tapered from end to
end. This rail is not in all cases a necessary
partof the machine; but its use is recommend-
ed, for the reason that it is an additional safe-
guard against the release of a matrix atanim-
proper point. When the rail is used, the con-
currence of three things is necessary to the
release of a matrix—namely, the notch e, of
sufficient size to permit the matrix to drop

from the rail, and the opening of both pairs of

clamping-jaws at one time.

‘While I have represented the jaws of the
distributing mechanism arranged in pairs or
sets opposing cach other, so that each ma-
trix will be sustained between movable jaws
or clamps at the two edges, it is to be
distinetly understood that good results may be

or edge are omitted and fixed clamps or bear-
ings used in their places. Ihaverepresented
this modification in Figs. 31 and 32 of the
drawings, in which @' and «° represent the
movable jaws constructed and actuated by
springs, in essentially the same mianner as in
the preceding figures,toact on one edge of the
matrices, and « the fixed bearings or jaws
against which the matrices bear at the oppo-
site edge, being forced against the same by the
pressure of the movable jaws.

The manner in which the matrices are intro-
dnced between the clamping-jaws of the dis-
tributer willnow be more fully described. Each
of the distributer-plates V has on its back a
line of gear-teeth, f°, which engage a driving-
pinion,g’,ontheshaftofawheel,/’,theinner face
of which is provided with a serpentine groove,
2, which receives a stud on the side of the arm
which carries the lifting - finger 4%, before
alluded to. The advance of the distributer-
plates is consequently accompanied by a ro-
tary motion of the cam-wheel, which in turn
causes the rising and falling motion of the
finger 2°. The parts are so timed and ar-
ranged that the finger is thrust upward dur-
ing the passage of each pair of clamping-jaws
thereover. The frame is provided, as shown
in Fig.16,with stationary oblique ribs 7, which
act to separate the clamping-jaws to their
greatest extent immediately before they reach
the lifting-finger 27, so that when the finger
lifts a matrix from the rails T into position be-
tween the jaws the latter will be open to re-
ceive it. The matrix thus presented between
the open jaws is carried forward by the move-
ment of the parts and sustained momentarily
by the fingersw® on top of which the shoulders
of the matrix will bear for the moment. As
the parts move backward, and before the ma-
trix is carried clear of the finger %, the jaws
pass clear of the opening-ribs &, and are per-
mitted to close upon the matrix, which is car-
ried forward in its pendent position until
discharged, as before deseribed. As the ma-
trices are lifted, one after another, by the fin-
ger " there is danger of their adhering to cach
other and rising in couples. To avoid this
difficulty, I locate beneath the rails a small
plate or finger, %, the upper edge of which is
enlarged and arranged to enter the key-hole
slots in the lower ends of the matrices,which
are therefore prevented from rising. As the
matrices move forward, they pass clear of
this plate, the foremost matrix on which the
lifting-finger acts being always free to rise,
while the one next in its rear is prevented
from rising. The delivery of the space-
bars from the line of matrices is effected
as plainly represented in Fig. 30, the head
of the space-bars being mwade of a width
slightlyless than that of the matrix-bars,so that
the space-bars may drop between the sustain-
ing-rails T, while the matrices upheld by the
rails continue their movement to the distribut-
ing devices. A vertically-movableslotted re-
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ceptacle, X, is arranged in position to receive’

the space-bars as they drop from the line and
lower them to the leve) of the sustaining-rails
N. The bars are suspended by their headsin
this receptacle, and are transferred therefrom
to the rails N by a horizontal reciprocating
arm, ¢, attached to the npper end of a lever,
J?5 asshown in Fig. 2. The lever f° is urged
inward by a spring, ¢°, attached to its lower
end, butis thrown outward at the proper time
by a pin, i*, attached to the vertically-moving
guide m’, before referred to. As the guide m’
raises the pin from the horizontal end of the
lever, the spring acts to move the lever to the
right, forcing the space-bars from the movable
support X to the stationary rails N. The ris-
ing movement of the carrier X is effected by
means of the matrix-shifting rails J,which en-
gage a lip or projection, ¢°,(shown in Fig. 2,)
on the carrier.

Details of driving mechawism.—The several
cams, 0%, % I IF, &Y, p%, and «%, are all mounted
on the vertical shaft A’, sustained in bearings
in the main frame. This shaft receives mo-
tion through a worm-wheel, #’, thereon, from
a worm, »’, on the main driving- shaft, B?
seated horizontally in bearings in the base of
the frame and provided at its outer end with
adriving-pulley, ¢’. Motioniscommunicated
from the shaft B* by a pulley thereon through
a belt, 0% as shown in Fig. 3, to a.pulley on
the end of the shaft Z, before referred io as
controlling the key-locking devices, &e. The
lasi-mentioned shaft carries at one end a bev-
eled pinion, p°, which drives a corresponding
pinion secured to the journal of the roll o,
driving the assembling or composing chain F.
A second beveled pinion, ¢°, on the same shaft,
drives a beveled pinion on the shaft ’ of one
of the rotary arms I. The pinion ¢°, through
which the distributer-plates are driven, is pro-
vided with a beveled driving-gear, s*, which
receives motion from a pinion on the upper
end of a shaft, &, the lower end of which is in
turn driven through a beveled pinion thereon,
from a pinion on the worm-shaft B?, motion
being thus communicated fron the worm-shaft
directly to the distributing mechanism. It is
desirable to have the motion of the distrib-
uter-plates cease whenever a line-of matrices
is exhausted—that is to say, when there are no
more matrices in position to be transferred to
the plates. For thisreason I connect the driv-
ing-gear »° with the pinion-shaft ¢ through a
clutch mechanism controlled by the yielding
dog or fingerw’, against which the matrices act,
asbefore mentioned,asshownin Figs.12,14,and
29. The gear-wheel »*, which has constant mo-
tion and which turns loosely on the pinion-
shaft, is provided on one side with a ratchet-
wheel, ¥, designed to engage a pawl, 45, hav-
ing a side finger and pivoted to an arm, ¢,
fixed to the pinion-shaft to communicate mo-
tion to the latter. The stopping and starting
of the distributer is secured by throwing the
pawlinto and out of action, and this is aec-

complished by means of a non-rotating crown-
wheel, «°, fixed to a shaft, 2°, which slides in
an axial direction, being urged constantly in-
ward by a spring, 3°, bearing on its outer end.
The pawl is acted upon by a spring, ¢*, which
tends constantly to cause its engagement with
the ratchet-wheel. When the crown-wheel is
moved backward to the position shown in
Figs. 12 and 14, it has no effect on the other
parts, the pawl remaining in engagement.
When, however, the crown-wheel is moved
inward, one or another of its teeth will pass
beneath the finger of the pawl, which, riding
thereon, will lift the pawl out of engagement
with the ratchet - wheel ¥, which latter will
continue its rotation, while the pawl and the
pinion-shaft connected therewith will cease
their motion. 'Whenthecrown-wheel is again
moved backward out of engagement with the
projecting finger of the pawl, the latter will
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drop into engagement and immediately start

the pinion. To effect the backward movement
of the crown-wheel, which is, in fact, buta trip-
ping device forthe pawl,I eonnect to the shaft of
the crown-wheel an arm, ¢, having an inclined
or beveled face acted upon, as shown in Fig.14,
by an upright arm, 2% secured to the rock-
shaft ¢°, which carries the finger #®. When-
ever the matrices bear against the arm «* it
is forced backward, and its roek-shaft caused
to operate the arm 0% forcing the latter back-
ward, so as to throw the crown-wheel out of
the path of the pawl. A spring, @, attached
to the arm 25 tends to draw thesame forward
out of action, and also to hold the finger w® in
the forward position.

It iz desirable to provide for the continu-
ous operation of the driving-shaft and the
composing devices driven therefrom, while
the clamping and casting devices are per-
mitted to remain at rest during the proper
intervals. To this end I adopt the con-
struction shown in Fig. 33. The main
shaft B’ is divided transversely, so that the
outer end may turn independently of the end
which carries the worm. The adjacent ends
are swiveled together and the inner end pro-
vided with asliding non-rotating plate, «',hav-
ing fingers ", which slide through a plate or col-
lar to enter holes, or between teeth in a plate, ¢,
fixed to the upper portion of theshaft. These
devices constitute a clutch by which the two
parts of the shaft may be locked together. A
spring,d’,holds the clutch in engagement when
thepartsarereleased. Their disengagementis-
effected by a hook, ¢, pivoted to the frame, ag
in Fig. 3, and extending forward in reach of
the operator. This lever may be urged in-
ward by a spring or otherwise to cause the en-
gagement of the hook with theclnteh. It may
be urged outward at will by hand, and also, if
desired, by a cam, f7, on the upright shaft, this
cam being so arranged that it will force the
lever backward and cause the hook to disen-
gage the clutch at the close of each easting op-
eration after the printing-bar has been dis-
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charged. TFor the purpose of causing the en-
gagement of the cluteh auntomatically when
the matrices are brought into position in front
of the mold, I provide the frame, as shown in
Ifig. 3, with a lever, ¢°, one end of which car-
ries a pin to engage a clutch-operating hook,
while the opposite end carries a rod, A%, in po-
sition to be acted upon by the rod K, which
transfers the matrices. When, therefore, the
last-named rod is moved to the left to place
the matrices in front of the mold, it will push

the rod 2 to the left and cause the lever ¢" to

trip the hook or detent ¢’y whereupon the driv-
ing-cluteh will be thrown into action by the
spring and the clamping and casting mechan-
isms set in motion. The form of the ecam by
which the throw-out lever is operated may be
modified, or otherappropriate mechanism may
be substituted to cause the automatic disen-
gagement of the parts at the proper time.
AAlarim mechanism and indicator.—In operat-
ing the machine it is desirable to know at all
times the aggregate width of the matrices for
each line, in order thaé the operator may de-
cide when to advaunce the same to the clamp-
ing and casting mechanism. To this end I
provide the machine with an indicator actu-
ated by the matrices, and also wjth an alarm
actuated from the same source, so that when
the assembled line is within a certain limit of
the predetermined length audible notice will
begiven. The essence of the invention in this
regard consists in making use of the matrices
as a means of moving the indicator and of
actnating the alarm, and the details to this end
may be embodied in various forms which a
reading of this specification will suggest tothe
skilled mechanie. Tigs. 34 and 35 represent
the preferred formof these devices. A finger,
D% lies transversely across the rails D, so that
asthe matrices are advanced between the rails
they will push the finger before them. The
finger is fastened to one end of a horizontal
rock-shaft, ¢’, mouuted in the upper end of a
block, &', which siides horizontally on the side
of the rails or other suitable support. The
opposite end of this rock-shaft is provided
with a gravitating hammer or striker, /%, and
with a finger, ¢°, designed to engage a lateh, 48,
by which thestrikerisheld in an elevated posi-
tion, thelowerend of this latch being extended
downward below its pivot, as shown. A bell,
9% 1s mounted on a stationary standard, 2%, ad-
Jjustably secured to the side of the main frame
and provided below the bell with two horizon-
talarms, 2" and 7%, designed to trip the latch .
A weighted cord, m® passing over a suitable
guide, or in place of this cord a spring is at-
tached to the slide @&, and tends to move the
slide and the parts carried thereon to the right.
The parts stand normally in the position, rep-
resented in T'ig. 35 with the striker elevated.
As the matrices are forced into position, one
after another, ahead of the pawls H, the one
at the frount of the line acts against the finger
b* and pushes the same forward, thereby ad-
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vancing the striker toward the bell. At the
instant that the line of matrices has attained a
suitable length the lower end of the latch ¢®
encounters the arm &%, and beingtripped there-
by it permits the striker to tall and sound the
beil. The latch is provided, as shown,with a
shoulder, against which the finger ¢ drops
when the parts are tripped, as above. Asthe
advance of Lhe parts continues, the latch en-
counters the second arm, %, sothat it entirely
disengages the finger ¢* whercupon the striker

f® drops to a pendent position, so that it may

pass backward withont encountering the bell,
the rock-shaft being by the same action ro-
tated so as to turn the finger 0® to an upright
position eclear of the matrices, that they may
be advanced over the rails.  As the slide @ is
returned by the weighted cord or spring to
its original position, the outer or heel end of
the finger 0* encountersan inclined surface, o®,
on the side of the rail,whereby the finger is
again turned down to the face of the rails, so
as toactin frontof the matrices assembled on
the next line, this action being accompanied
by the elevation of the striker and the re-en-

.gagement of the supporting-latch. The stand-

ard 7°is dovetailed or otherwise attached to
the frame, so that it may be adjusted longi-
tudinally, and provided with set-screws or
equivalent fastening devices to enable it tobe
placed in position to cause the alarm to be
given, sooner or later,according to the length
of the line of matrices to be assembled. In
place of or in addition to thisaudible alarm [
propose to make use of a visual indicator. A
scale or series of gradunations, p°% may be
formed on the top of the rails D, or on their
side faces, and read either in connection with
thefinger?® or with a separate finger attached
to and moved with the slide actuated by the
matrices. A scaleor indicator thus arranged
will enable the operator to see at any instant
the aggregate width of the matrices assembled
in line, or, in other words, the exact length of
the line, so that he may determine with eer-
tainty when to stop the addition of matrices
or space - bars to the line. The finger 0°
serves not only the purpose hereinbefore re-
ferred to, but also the purpose of a resistant
or pressure deviee, to oppose the advance
of the matrices and hold them closely to-
gether during the course of composition or
assemblage. .

Operation: The machine being set in mo-
tion, with the carrier-chain Fin constant and
rapid rotation, the operator depresses, in the
proper succession, the letters representing the
characters which are to appear on the type-

bar. The finger-keys, operating the escape-

ment-keys C, cause the latter to transfer the
matbrices, one at a time, from the magazine-
tubes to the rails D, along which they are car-
ried,one after another, within reach of the rota-
ry arms I, whereby they are forced forward be-
tween and beyond thepawls H, and assembled
in a compact line.

YWhenever all the charac-
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ters have been designated to complete a word,
or when -for any other reason it is desirable
to have a space appear in the line, the space-

key is operated, whereby the hook d* is caused -

to adjust-one of the slides to trip the detent-
lever 5%, which is followed almost immediately
by the descent of the slide m’, which forces a
space-bar down behind the matrix last added
to the line. Additional matrices are then
added to the line by the manipulation of the
keys, and so on repeatedly until a sufficient
number have been collected or assembled to
produce a line; or until there are as many as
are admissible within the space limited for
the line. The rod K is then moved and the
pawls H caused to advance the matrices to
the shifting-rails J, the same operation start-
ing the mechanism by which the clamps and
attendant parts are actuated. The main clamp
is immediately advanced behind the matrices,
placing the lateral jaws or clamps opposite
the ends of the line of matrices. At orabout
the time that the -clamps close upon the ma-
trices, the mold Li is forced against the ma-
trices from the opposite side, the spacing-bars
forced upward by means of the plate P, and
the mouth of the melting-pot in turn advanced
against the rear side of the mold. The parts
being now in positinon. for casting, the pump
is operated and the mold filled with metal,
which,setting immediately, forms a printing-
bar, the front edge of which bears in relief the
letters or characters properly spaced or justi-
fied. The melting-pot is then retracted, the
mold withdrawn from the matrices, and the
clamps retracted,after which the mold makes
a halflevolutlon, presenting the bar in front

- of the ejector 3*, by which the bar is driven

4c

50

from the mold and through the openingin the
main clamp to the finger ¢, by which it is, at
the proper time,turned over and added to the
column in the galley. Immediately after the
release of the matrices the shifting-rails on
which they are suspended rise to -their ele-
vated position, and the slide S, being released,
is urged forward by its spring, so as to force
the matricesinto the magazine. The fingers®
lifts the matrices in succession to the top of
the finger «*, and between the open edges of
the distributing-plates. As the plateadvances
the jaws close upon the matrices, which at the
same time engage the rail ¢’. The matrices
are carried forward, one after another, and by
the simultaneous opening of both pairs of

" 55 jaws they are dropped into the appropriate

50

65

tubes. As the matricesenter the distributing
mechanism, the space-bars are dropped into
the verticall y - movable receiver, by which
they are in due time lowered to the level of
the supporting-rails N,to which they are frans-
ferred by the slide €’

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. In a machine for f01 ming type-bars or
matrices for type-surfaces, a meltlng pot or
mold, a series of maftrices, composing-fingers,
and means, substantially as described, whereby

1

| the matrices assembled for one line may be

maintained in position at an intermediate
point, separated from those before and after
them.

2. In a machine for producing type-bars or
matrices, the composing - fingers, a series of
matrices or dies, finger-keys; and mechanism,
substantially as deseribed, actuated by finger-
keys for delivering the matrices to the com-
posing mechanlsm

3. In combination with a contmuously op-
erating composing mechanism and a series of
matrices or dies, rails or guides to receive sue-
cessive lines of matrices, and means, substan-
tially as described, whereby one line may be
advanced upon said guides away from those
following after, thus permitting the separate
groups or lines of matrices to be kept distinct
from each other.

4, In a machine for forming type-bars, a se-
ries of matrices having letters.or characters in
positive form therein, and mechanism, sub-
stantially as desecribed, for assembling said
matrices in line with their characters in view
of the operator, whereby he is enabled to in-
spect the line previous to its delivery to sub-
sequently-acting mechanism, to the end that
errors therein may be corrected.

5. The matrix formed with the suspending-
shoulders &, and reduced-in width above the
same to produce the shoulders ¢ and d.

6. The matrix provided with thesuspending-
shoulders b, upper shoulders ¢, and an under-
cut notch in the upper end.

7. The matrix-plate provided with the sus-
taining or suspending shoulders at the top and
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with an intaglio character in oneof its vertical -

edges.

8. The matrix provided with suspending-
shoulders at its upper end and with the notch
or shoulder f in the lower end, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

9. The series of matrix-plates provided with
sustaining-shoulders b, of uniform size, and
with upper shoulders, ¢ ¢ d d, differing in the
extent of their separation in matrices repre-
senting different characters.

10. In a mechanism for assembling and dis-
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tributing matriees, a series of upright maga- .

zine-tnbes grouped closely together in line at
their lower ends, butseparated at their upper
ends, substantially as and for the purposes de-
seribed. i

11. In a mechanism for assembling and dis-
tributing matrices, theseries of upright maga-
zine-fubes closely assembled in line at their
lower ends, but separated and provided with
expanded mouths at their upper ends.

12. In a magazine for matrices, the combi-
nation of the two vertical plates, each pro-
vided with groovesarranged in pairs, brought
together at the upper and lower ends, but
separated at intermediate points, with inter-
mediate division-plates seated therein, where-
by two partitions are permitted between each
matrix tube or passage and the next, and the
tubes separated toward their upper ends,
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13. The magazine -tubes, in combination
with automatic periodically-actuated detents
common to the series of tubes, whereby the
matrices are released,so that they may eseape
when free from resistance thereunder.

14. The magazine-tubes and the automatic
periodically-actuated dogs or: detents to: re-
lease the matrices therefrom, in combination
with finger-keys and escapement-keys actu-
ated by the finger-keys and provided with dogs
or detents ‘to receive the imatrices from the
magazine and carry them: positively down-
ward.

15.  In combination with a. magazine to hold
the matrices one: upon :another, detents or
dogs to engage:the bottom matrix and: retain
the same in:the magazine, and a: vertically-
movable key or receiver located beneath the
mouth of the magazine and provided with au-
tomatic dogs or detentsto receive and hold the
matrix asit falls from the magazine, and: then
discharge the same downward as the key de-
scends. '

16. The magazine to hold the matrices one
above another, and the fixed :rails to sustain
the matrices as.they are discharged from: the
magazine, ip combination with.the dogs 7.7 to
hold the matrices in :the magazine, and the
vertically-movable escapement-keys. C, pro-
vided with automatic dogs to receive the ma:
trices and transfer them  positively one at a
time to the rails.

17. Inamechanism for assembling matrices,
the stationary parallel rails to sustain : the
matrices and the endless belt provided with
fingers to advance the matrices successively
to one end of the rails.

18. Ineombination with the matrix-sustain-
ing rails, the endless belt provided with yield-
ing spring-supported fingers to advance the
matrices.

19. The combination, substantially as de-
seribed and shown, of the magazine-tubes, the
periodically-actuated dogs or detents to retain
the matrices therein, the eseapement-keys to
transfer the matrices to the assembling mech-
anism, and the automatic device to prevent
the descent of the keys during regular inter-
vals and to hold down in the meantime these
keys which have been already depressed.

20. In combination with the escapement-
keys to transfer the matrices, the automatic
rising and falling bar to lift the keys to their
normal positions.

21. In combination with the traveling as-
sembling devices, the escapement-keys to de-
liver the matrices thereto, and the springs to
sustain the keys normally in an elevated po-
sition, whereby collision between the descend-
ing and the laterally-moving matrices is pre-
vented.

22, In combination with the matrix - sus-
taining rails and the conveying or assembling
belt, therotary arms I,to advance the matrices
one atatime as they are presented by the belt.

23. In combination withthe matrix-sustain-

ing rails, the pawls and thesliding support for
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| the pawls, whereby they may be moved length-
wise of the rails:to advance the assembled ma-
trices.

24, In combination with horizontal matrix-
supports and a carrier to advance the matrices
thereover, the constantly-rotating arms to ad-
vance the ‘matrices andithe pawls to:engage
the matrices asthey are delivered ‘thereto:by
the arms.

25. In combination with horizontal rails or
supports ‘whereon the matrices -are advanced
and assembled in'line, a series of independent
space-bars and overhead devices, substantially
as described, for dropping said bars one at a
time into the ‘accumulating line of matrices.

26. The stationary rails D,adapted to sus-
tain the matrices, in combination with theele:
vated ‘rails N, addpted to sustain the space-
bars in position to descend thereirom to the
lower rails, whereby ‘the matrices are permit-
ted topass beneath the'space-bars and thelat-
ter permitted to descend to the stationary rails
between the matrices.

27.: In:combination with the space bar sup-
ports: N, ‘the vertically - reciprocating ‘slide
adapted to engage the space-bars and trans-
fer them one at a time to theline of assembled
matrices.

28. In:combination with ‘the space- bars,
their sustaining-rails, and the slide m’; the
spring to depressthe siide and: the cam to ele-
vate the same.

29. Theslide m’, todeliver the space-bars, its
depressing-spring, its elevating-cam, and the
detent-lever §; to prevent the descent of the
slide, in' eombination:with the roller, the slide
thereon to trip the detent-lever, and theslide-
adjusting device connected with thespace-key,
whereby the depression of the key causes the
slide to trip the detent and permit the slide m/’
to add a space-bar to the line of matrices.

30. In combination with matrices having
side shoulders or projections, sustaining-rails
longitudinally grooved to embrace the matrices
and prevent them from tipping edgewise.

31. In combination with the matrices and
their sustaining rails, the clamp to act on the
edges of thealigned matrices, and the two jaws
movable therewith, and also movable to and
from each other, whereby the matrices may be
confined against each other and against the
mold.

32. In combination with the matrices and a
support tosustain them inline when assembled
or composed, two clamping jaws movable to
and from each other to aet endwise on the line
of matrices, and a support for said jaws mov-
able at right angles to the line, whereby the
Jjaws may be moved back out of the path of the
matrices to admit of their being moved into
and out of position,

33. In combination with the matrices and
asupport therefor, the reciprocating elamp O,
the sliding jaws «’, and the screw d-.

34. In combination with the matrices and
devices, substantially as described, to sustain
the same in line, the rotary mold movable to
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and from the matrices, and the melting-pot
movable to and from the mold. '
35. Therotary mold,the matrices, and mech-

anism, substantially as described, for filling
the mold, in combination with the ejector and

operating devices, substantially as deseribed,
for presenting the mold to the matrices and
the ejector alternately.

36. In combination with the independent
matrices and their supporting-rails, the ro-
tary mold movable to and from-the matrices,
the melting-pot movable to and from the mold,
the clamping devices movable to and from the

~ matrices, and mechanism, substantially as de-
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30

scribed, for operating said parts, as set forth.

37. In an organized machine for producing
type-bars, and in combination with a mold
and a melting-pot which alternately meet and
separate, a rotary wiper, substantially as de-
seribed.

38, In combination with the independent
matrices and supporting-rails for the selected
and aligned matrices, the clamp O, the jaws
@, to confine the matrices laterally, the space-
bars, and the plate P, to advance the space-
bars simultaneously, whereby the line is ex-
panded or elongated to fill the predetermined
space between the jaws a’.

39. The reciprocating clamp O, having the
jaws o’ and plate P, both mounted thereon,
whereby the jaws are carried into position to
confine the matrices at the same time that the

_ plateisplacedin position to causetheirspread-
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ing action. :
40. The movable clamp O, the rotary mold,
the reciprocating plate on which the mold-

shaft is mounted, and the movable melting-.

pot, in combination with the single shaft and
its cam-wheels for imparting motion to the

above-named parts, as described and shown.~
41. In combination with the rails J, to sus-

tain the aligned matrices, the sliding clamp
O, provided with a lip, ¢’, to engage the rails,
substantially as deseribed and shown, where-
by the rails and matrices are brought with
certainty to the proper positions.

42. In combination with the jaws «’,to con-
fine the aligned matrices laterally, the screw
to actuate the same, the reciprocating bar ¢,
having a constant length of movement, and

-the adjustable eonnection between the bar and

the serew, whereby the jaws may be caused
to stop at a greater or less distance apart, ac-

cording to the length of the bar to be pro-

-duced.
43. In combination with mechanism, sub-
stantially as deseribed, for delivering the type-
bars thereto, a galley or receiver and the piv-
oted vibratory finger #°, whereby the bars are
delivered one upon another in the galley. -
44, In combination with the turning de-
livery-finger, the galley and devices, substan-
tially such as shown, securing the galley to
the frame and permitting its instant removal
when filled. ‘

45. In a machine for producing type-bars,

13

and in combination with means, substantially
as deseribed, for delivering the bars thereto,
the upright galley or receiver hinged in place,
so that it may be turned upward to permib
convenient inspection of the matter therein.

46. In combination with casting and clamp-
ing mechanisms and an elevated distributing
mechanism, substantially as deseribed, ma-
trix-sustaining rails J, secured to-a vertical
sliding guide and adapted to reciprocate, as
described, directly between the casting and
distributing mechanisms. '

47. A mechanism for carrying a matrix to a
predetermined point and there depositing it,
consisting of a traveling carrier provided
with two opposing dogs or jaws to engage op-
posite sides of the matrix, and cams to open
said jaws when they reach the proper point of
discharge.

48. In a mechanism for distributing matri-
ces having necks of different widths, the com-
bination of traveling plates or carriers,spring-
actuated dogs or jaws in said carriers to en-
gage the edges of the matrices, and a series of
stationary cams to cause the opening of the
jaws at different points in their course of
movement, whereby the respective matrices
are discharged at different points.

49. A series of matrices each having two
or more necks and each matrix differing in
the width of one or both of its necks from
those bearing different characters, in combi-
nation with traveling plates or characters pro-

-t vided with spring-actuated dogs or clamps to

engage independently the two necks of the
matrices, and a series of stationary cams dis-
tributed along the path of the carrier and
adapted, as described and shown, to open the
dogs which hold each matrix simultaneously
at the point where the matrix is to be dis-
tributed.

50. In a matrix-distributing mechanism,the
series of plates V, traveling in an endless
course, in combination with the dogs ¢ ¢ and
d d, arranged in pairs,as described,the springs
to close said dogs upon the matrices, and the
series of stationary cams ¢ and &, substan-
tially as described and shown.

51. Inadistributing mechanism,andin com-

bination with matrices- differing from each’

other in dimensions, traveling plates or car-
riers provided with a plurality of pairs of
dogs ,to.engage a single matrix, and means,
substantially as described, to disengage all the
dogs which hold each matrix at a predeter-
mined point.

52. In combination withaseries of matrices
having undercut or dovetdiled notches in
their upper ends, differing in size in the re-
spective matrices,asustaining rail or bar, vary-
ing in width at different points, substantially
as deseribed, whereby the respective matrices
are released at different points.

53. In combination with matrices, substan-
tially such as described and shown, a suspend-

ing rail or bar, ¢*, of varying width, traveling
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spring-actuated dogs to engage and carry the
matrices, and cams to open the dogs at par-
ticular times in the course of their travel.

54. In combination with the independent
matrices and the traveling carriers provided
with spring-actuated dogs to engage the ma-
trices, the eams to open all the dogs, and a re-
ciprocating finger to pass the matrices one at
a time between the dogs.

55. In combination with the matrix-sustain-
ing rails T and theslide S, to urge the matrices
coustantly forward thercon, the finger 2°, to
elevate the matrices one at a time, the device
w', to momentarily sustain the elevated ma-
trices, the traveling plates provided with
spring-actunated dogs to engage the matrices,
and the cams to open the dogs for the admis-
sion of the matrices, substantially as described,
whereby the matrices are separated and deliv-
ered independently to the carrier preparatory
to their distribution.

56. In combination with thetraveling plates
V, provided with matrix-carrying dogs, the
finger 2%, to place the matrices in the grasp of
the dogs, and the cam-wheel to actuate said
finger, connected by gearing with the plates,
whereby the action of the finger is insured at
the proper instant with respect to the position
of the dogs.

57. The traveling distributer-plates U, in
combination with the driving-clutch and in-
termediate gear, and the yielding eluteh-con-
trolling finger «", adapted to be moved by the
matrices, whereby the distributer-plates are
caused to stop when the supply of matrices is
exhausted.

58. In combination with the sustaining-rails
and the matrices adapted to be suspended
thereby, the space-bars of a width less than
the matrices, adapted to descend between the
rails,whereby the space-bars may be dropped
from the line without releasing the matrices.

59. In combination with the matrices and
space-bars differing in width and the distrib-
uting mechanism, substantially as described,
to deliver the matrices at different points,
matrix-sustaining rails located in advance of
the distributer and adapted, as described, to
permit the descent of the space-bars between
them, whereby the space-bars are released
previous to the presentation of the matrices
to the distributing devices.

60. In combination with the vertically-mov-
able rails J, to sustain the matrices and space-
bars, the receiving-rails T, the spring-actuated
slide 3, and means, substantially as deseribed,
for positively retracting said slide before the
rails J completetheir ascent, whereby the ma-
trices are transferred to and urged constantly
forward upon the rails T, thai they may be
passed to the distribating devices.

61. In combination with thedevices for de-

Jlivering the space-bars thereto, the vertically-

movable carrier, the lower supports, N, and
the device for transferring the bars from the
carrier to said supports.
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62. In combinatipn with the casting and
clamping mechanisms, and their driving-
cluteh,substantially as described, pawls or car-
riers H, to transfer the previously-aligned ma-
trices to the clamping and casting devices,
and a pawl-carrier, K, arranged toactuaie the
driving-clutch, substantially as described,
whereby the action of transferring the ma-
trices is caused to start the clamping and cast-
ing mechanism.

63. The series of magazine - tubes having
their upper ends arranged in line, in combi-
nation with an endless chain carrying dogs
or clamps to sustain the matrices over the
entire seriesof tubes, and means, substantially
as described, to open the dogs at predeter-
mined points, and thus drop the matrices into
the tubes.

64. In an organized machine for producing
type-bars, the combination, substantially as
hereinbefore described, of the following ele-
ments: the independent matrices, the maga-
zine to contain the matrices, the finger-keys
and their connections, substantially as de-
scribed, to effect the discharge of the matrices
one at a time from the magazine, the compos-
ing mechanism to assemble or align the ma-
trices discharged from the magazine, the cast-
ing mechanism embracing theforee-pump, the
mold, and the melting - pot, the automatic
clamping mechanism to confine the matrices
against the mold, mechanism, substantially as

shown, to elevate the matrices from the mold .

to the distributing mechanism, aud a distrib-
uting mechanism, substantially as deseribed,
for returning the matrices to the magazines.

65. In combination with the guide-rails
and a series of matrices arranged to move
thereon, a stationary scale adjacent to said
guide and a finger adapted to be advaunced by
the action of the type over said scale, said fin-
ger mounted, substantially as described, that
it may be moved out of the path of the type
to permit their advance at the completion of
the assembling or composing operation.

66. In a distributing mechanism, a matrix-
carrier provided with a clamp to engage the
matrix at oneedge, in combination with a cam
to cause the opening of said clamp at a prede-
termined point. ‘

67. In combination with rails or guides for
the aligned matrices, a yielding finger to re-
sisttheiradvance,and automaticlocking mech-
anism, substantially as desecribed, to prevent
their retrograde motion, whereby the matrices
are held in compact form as they are assem-
bled.

68. In combination with the matrix and
guides therefor, the yielding finger extending
transversely of the guides at an intermediate
point in their length, to resist the advance of
the matrices, and movable from the path of
the matrices, substantially as deseribed, where-
by the matrices may be permitted to continue
their advance in the guides beyond thefinger.

69. Incombination with the stationary bell,
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the sliding support having the finger 3%, the | the aggregate width of the dies in the course

striker, and the detent thereon, the sbatlona,ry
trip-arm to release the detent, and means, sub-
stantially as described, for advancmg the ma-
trices against the ﬁnger

70. In combination with the series of ma-
trices or dies, gnide-rails along whichsaid dies
may be moved, and a scale or series of gradu-
ations located upon or adJacent to said rails
at an intermediate point in their length,
whereby the operator is énabled to determlne

of theirassemblage or composition and before
advancing them to the end of the rail.

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my 15
hand, this 5th day of May, 1885, in the pres--
ence of two attesting witnesses.

OTTMAR MERGENTHALER.

Witnesses: )
MivrroN WHITE JOHNSON,
HorAcE LiNcOLN BEALL.




